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What did they grow, and when ? In autumn the fallow field
was re-ploughed, having previously been ploughed in the summer,
and wheat or rye or a mixture of them known as maslin was
sown; in the spring the field that last year had wheat was
ploughed and sown with barley, oats, peas, or beans. Oats were
not common in the midlands and south; peas and beans were
used for fodder; barley was important, for the consumption
of ale was enormous. Two bushels to the acre of wheat and rye
seed produced 10 bushels, and 4 of oats and barley seed brought
12-16 bushels, a scanty crop to modern eyes. English wheat
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acres in the twentieth century produces usually over 30 bushels
to the acre.

Was any care taken to improve the land ? It was hoed
and harrowed, but the harrow was primitive, wood at the
best, often only a hawthorn tree weighted with logs. Clay and
marl were known and used, but expensive; soot and sea-sand
were added when available. Draining, except by ridging, was
rare, consequently clay lands were not highly cultivated. Roots,
which play a large part in modern farming, were unknown.
For manure there was the refuse of the farmyard, and of sheep,
unless this was appropriated entirely by the lord. Beans were
dibbled, other seed sown broadcast. Weeding was done in
June, When harvest came, there was a busy scene. The entire